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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Moggill Creek Catchment Management Group Inc.

Incorporated on 8 December 1997, the Moggill Creek Catchment Management Group Inc.
(hereinafter referred to as MCCG) is a volunteer community action group aiming to conserve

native ecosystems  on private and public land, and to provi de information to landholders
responsible for land management. Moggill Creek and its tributaries are situated in the foothills
ofthe D & A g u Rdngerin the outer western area of Brisbane. It comprises significant areas of
conservation parks, acreage properties and urban areas.

Review Rationale

A Review of Progress and Challenges from 1999 to December 2010 was published in 2011. The
MCCG Management Committee decided in 2016 to update that review and its strategic  and
action plan s to ensure that our achievements are r ecorded and monitored against the
objectives we have set  and to plan our future activities. This review is predominantly
concerned with activity up to the end of December 2016, although in a few instances, some

early activity in 2017 is included.

Objective s

This Review has been prepared for members and other stakeholders with the following
objectives in mind:
9 To critically review activities of the group since the 1999 -2010 review ;
1 To provide an objective assessment of the challenges ahead and identify probable
future directions ;
1 To provide information about the group to potential sponsors and funding bodies.
Methodology

The methodology comprised:

1 Anevaluation of the land and creek condition in each of the 13 sections (Figure 4. 1.1,
p. 15) across the catchment. This was comp iled by the corresponding  section leader for
each section and other informed MCCG members

1 Seeking information from experienced landholders on issues and solutions, followed by
a meeting of key MCCG members, and collaborating groups in the Brisbane City
Council, Healthy Land and Water, Seqgwater , and Biosecurity Queensland.

1 An assessment of the range of activities carried out by the MCCG with reference to the
broad goals and strategies in Version 3 of the Strategic Plan developed in 2003.

1.1  Major Conclusions

The assessment of the condition of the land and water resources of Moggill Creek and the
achievements of MCCG since 1997 outlined in this document have led to the following
conclusions:

1. The Moggill Creek catchment isaval ued natural assetto Brisbane; the natural
environment is unique and deserves our care

2. Remnant vegetation in the higher parts of the landscape of section s 6 (Upper
Brookfield), 7 (Gold Creek Reserve), 8 (W onga Creek), and 13 (Mt Coot -tha Park) is in
relatively good condition

3. However, | ittle has been achieved in restoring habitat corridors from riparian areas

across the largely cleared lower lands to the hills. There is currently no clear strategy
to addres s this important goal anywhere in the catchment. Most of these lands are
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privately owned and many owners do not have the resources and /or motivation to
sustain the efforts required to achieve progress in restor ing corridors

4. Flooding in the lower reaches of the catchment has caused severe damage to the
stream banks and beds and the restored riparian vegetation in parts of the lower banks
and made weed control extremely difficult. As a result, there have been major set -
backs to extensiv e sustained revegetation activities on several of the parklands and
other public lands in the catchment. The strategies used in these flood prone areas by
bushcare groups should be documented and reviewed to ensure that better practices
are introduced acro ss all sections

5. Aquatic weeds pose serious threat s to aquatic fauna and water quality. Improvements
in the reduction of nutrient | evels from businesses and private properties, and
restoration of riparian zones  would reduce these threats.

6. Basedonlimited data,thet hreats from weeds appearto have increased on many rural
properties, on public land along roads and power transmission lines , and along the
riparian zones. Continued lack of effective management of exotic weeds poses the
greatest threat to reten tion of existing vegetation commu nities in the catchment

7. Biological control agents are available for some weeds, notably lantana, salvinia and
cat 0 s credpaxr wbut their effectiveness is generally limited.

8. The MCCG recognises there has been a cultural change in the catchment in recent
times with increasing community awareness of the benefit ~ of habitat restoration. MCCG
contributes to this through free and expert advice from its Landcare Adviser, the
distribution of local native plants and the extensive project work managed by the
MCCG throughout the catchment. In addition, the uptake of the Wildlife Conservation
Assistance program is the highest of any Brisbane catchment.

9. MCCGb6s nursery has supplied tens of thousanads of pl
charge and has been a major success in sutegeorting
is a need to ensure that seed collection keeps pace with the demand for species.

10. Numbers of plants distributed by the MCCG nursery (c. 85,500) exceeds the number
plant ed by volunteers on public land (c. 49,000), so a larger area of private land
should have been revegetated overall. However, it is difficult to determine accurately:

U how much sustained progress has been made in revegetation in many of the
acreage properti es of the catchment

U what impact the restoration efforts have had on fauna habitat

11. Bushcare volunteer groupsinthe section s have carried out thousands of hours of
habitat restoration activities. Community groups such as the Pacey R oad Group and the
Upper Brookfield Working Group, supported by the MCCG have proven to be a valuable
means of encouraging cooperative works on public and private lands and where
bushcare groups are not operating

12. As aresult,t here ares everal very good exam ples of restored riparian zone restoration
that appear to be relatively stable, in the upper and lower Gold Creek catchment, in
the McKay Brook and Gap Creek catchments and on parts of the Moggill Creek riparian
areas from above the Brookfield Road bridge near the showgrounds down to and
including Huntington Park. These have been achieved mainly by volunteer input  with
significant contribution from Council

13. MCCG is well administered, financially stable, and has considerable support indicated
by steadily in creased membership since it was formed, and by collaborative inputs
from the Brisbane City Council, and the Queensland and Commonwealth  Government s.

14. MCCG6s e du ardtcommuanayl engagement programs have developed well over
the past six years : The web page has been further developed and the means of
community involvement through Facebook has been created; talks on environmental
issues and displays are well patronized and presented ; and the Photographic
Competition has been  a growing success.
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15.Bri sbane City Council ds support through the Creek
the | ast review, but continues to assist MCCGO6s ac:
Assistance program introduced by the Brisbane City Council is a ve ry valuable addition
to the ability to conduct works on private land through the Wildlife Conservation -
Partnerships program.

16. Friends of Moggill Creek forums commenced in late October 2009 and were successful
in encouraging more members of the catchment group to discuss the key topics of
Landcare and Biodiversity , Watercare and Community. As a result several new projects
have progressed, including creek health monitoring, bird monitoring, dragonfly
monitoring, and frog monitoring.

17. The leased cott age at the end of Gold Creek Road is an asset as the MCCG
administrative centre and the venue for an increased range of promotional and
educational activities such as the monthly series of talks.

18. MCCG considers the Brisbane Catchment s Network to be a useful forum for interaction
betweenthe ci tyés catchment groups

19. Despite Federal, State  and Council financial support and the thousands of hours of
volunteer work, the catchment remains under environmental stress. Continued
financial support from government a gencies will be essential in the future to achieve
greater environmental restoration outcomes.
20. The key recommendations of the 2010 Review have guided the main activities within
the catchment group for the last 6 years, and were developed to ensure alignment with
State and Commonwealth funding priorities at the time. The level of achievement
within each of the strategies has been subjectively rated by members of the
Management Committee. These ratings and the conclusions listed above will be inputs
to the deliberations on future priorities.

1.2  Major Recommendations for the Future Direction of
MCCG

In response to the conclusions from the review, the following recommendations are proposed
to guide the group over the next 5 years and to assist in consultation with stakeholders and
likely partners, particularly those who might assist with resources.

1. MCCG should regularly review its  Strategic Plan to ensure th at our resources in

conjunction with those of BCC a nd State entities are focussed effectively on the highest
priorities in the Moggill Creek catchment .
2. MCCG should actively seek commercial sponsors, and partner with  Governments at all

levels for specific support arrangements.

3. MCCG should continue to revi  ew the revegetation methods in flood prone areas of the
catchment, particularly in the higher parts of the catchment where the stream
gradients result in very fast runoff velocities and turbulence.

4. The MCCG should continue to assist private land owners in their efforts with

revegetation and weed control, and to identify opportunities for protecting unique
remnants and the  development of habitat corridors.

5. The MCCG should continue to assist the formation of community le d bushcare groups in
areas not covered by Habitat Brisbane.

6. Bushcare group s should be developed and supported in section s 1 and 10.

7. As a priority, MCCG shoul d:
a. Undertake r iparian zone condition = assessment s to evaluate outcomes of
restoration activities.
b. Ensure assessment of the last 6 years of data collected in the Creek Health
Monitoring Program.
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c. In conjunction with landholders, commence assessment of w eed invasion and
associated weed management activities in remnant areas, particularly those
fringing ¢ onservation areas such as the Brisbane Forest Park and Mt Coot -tha
Forest Park.

d. Continue to develop a monitoring program of b ird species and numbers in
remnant vegetation as an input to designing strategies for revegetation
activities.

8. Several improvement sarerequiredto enhance t he nurseryds capability t
with demand for plants by the catchment members. These enhancements are:

a. Better targeted and increased seed collection to widen the variety of species
grown for use by catchment members.

b. Studies on seed dormancy and storage requirements to increase the availability
of plants throughout the year.

c. Development of vegetative propagation options that could be employed as an
alternative approach to supplying some of the species sought by members

d. Development of an improved inventory system.

9. Given the very high uptake of the Wildlife Conservation Partnerships Program in the
catchment , the MCCG should make every effort in its project activities to complement
the activities of this valuable program.

10. The MCCG should develop an explicit succession and volunteers program to ensure that
the group 6 sctivities continue to be relevant and effective.
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2 | NTRODUCTION

2.1  Earlier Strategic Plan and Reviews

I'n June

1997 Brisbane City CoWneielk pwhlicihanead

Subsequently, a Moggill Creek Catchment Management Plan Supplement was published for the
Planning Section, Waterway and Asset Management of BCC. These reports generated

considerable community interest and as a result, at a

community meeting in October, it was

decided to form and subsequently incorporate the Moggill Creek Catchment Management
Group Inc. (MCCG). MCCG was incorporated in December 1997.

In late 2003, it became apparent that MCCG needed to demonstrate to its sta

keholders and

particular to funding bodies such as the Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) and BCC, a program and
direction based on a strategic plan. Such a plan was formulated and approved by MCCG in

September 2003. In addition, in 2004 , the MCCG published i A Revi ew and

in

Busi

2005 -20080. This report addressed issues relating
administration and public relations. Finally, it addressed the concerns and challenges that

confronted MCCG and presented its plans for

the coming years.

A Review of Progress and Challenges from 1999 to December 2010 was published in 2011.
review concluded:

1. MCCG should redevelop the existing Strategic Plan using information from this review,

and ensure there is better communication wit
environmental issues relevant to Moggill Creek

h Council and State entities on
catchment .

2. MCCG should actively seek commercial sponsors, and lobby Governments at all levels
for specific support arrangements.

3. MCCG should continue to review the revegetatio

n methods in flood prone areas of the

catchment, particularly in the higher parts of the catchment where the stream
gradients result in very fast runoff velocities and turbulence.

4. A more strategic effort should be pursued by the MCCG to identify ways of a

private land owners in their efforts with revegetation and weed control, and to identify
opportunities for development of habitat corridors.

5. Bushcare group s should be developed and supported in

6. As a priority, MCCG should en
a.
b.
C.

section s 1, 6 and 10.

deavour to undertake long term monitoring of:

Riparian zone conditions, and the associated flora and fauna
Creek health , using methods compatible with the Healthy Waterways Program

Weed invasion in remnant areas, particularly those fringing

such as the Brisbane Forest Park and Mt Coot

strategies for revegetation activities.

-tha Forest Park
Bird species and numbers in remnant vegetation as an input to designing

7. Several improvements are required to enhance the nursery
with demand for plants by the catchment members. These enhancements are:

Better targeted and increased seed collection to widen the variety of species

a.

grown for use by catchment members

Studies on seed dormancy and storage requirem
of plants throughout the year

& capability to keep pace

ents to increase the availability

Development of vegetative propagation options that could be employed as an
alternative approach to supplying some of the species sought by members

Development of an improved inventory syst

em.

The

ssisting

conservation areas
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2.2 The 201 6 Review

The MCCG Management Committee decided in 2016 that itwastimeto review our progress
since 2011 , and to update the Strategic P lan to ensure that our achievements are recorded

and monitored against the objectives we have set and plan our future activities . The new
strategic and ac tion plans were adopted in 2017 , and are shown in Appendi ces 1 and 2

respectively .
This Review describes:

 The environmental condition of the catchment to December 2016

T MCCGOs ac andachigaviements relating to revegetation, community involvement,
weed control and creek health

1 How MCCG is managed and financed

1 The educational and other awareness raising activities conducted by MCCG which
promote environmental issues within the catchment

1 The major challenges facing the group in achieving its objectives, and
1 A number of recommendations for the Management Committee to consider.

This Review also attempts to make an assessment of whether:

1 MCCG has made progress in improving the environmental ¢ ondition of our  catchment
1 The levels of funding and volunteer participation are sufficient to allow progress at the
desired level

1 MCCG has made progress in promoting environmental issues and raising environmental
awareness within the  catchment

1 Communicatio n between MCCG and its stakeholders could be improved
1 The recommendations of the previous review have been actioned.

2.3  Description of Catchment and | ntroduction to
Environmental | ssues

In Brisbane, our  catchment is unique and deserves our care. Its 57.6 km 2 represents about
7.6% of the total area of Brisbane City and it has more bushland than any other catchment in

the city. Rural, public and urban areas constitute 69%, 23% and 8% respectively of the

catchment .

The catchment has many significant ecological attributes. Its meandering creeks and rolling

hills reaching up into the surrounding mountains are scenically very attractive . Therich

variety of flora and fauna in the catchment is unusual, given the development history of the

catchment and its proximi ty to the centre of Brisbane. This catchment is on the doorstep of a
wilderness. Beyond the Gold Creek Reservoir is Brisbane Forest Park which immediately

adjoins the D @Aguilar National Park. The proximity of this heritage and its uniqu e natural

environme nt close to a major city should not be taken for granted. It remains semi  -rural,

probably because no main road leads through the catchment out to the north or west. In

recent legislation (DERM, 2009) much of the catchment is classified for koala habitat va lue as
ABushl and Habitat Low Value Eastern SEQ LGAO with rest
Medi um Value Eastern SEQ LGAO (source AKF mapping).

When the MCCG was founded , it was estimated that over 80% of the private acreage
landholdings had a minor to major environmental weed problem. The only exceptions were
properties very recently subdivided from upland eucalypt woodland and properties that were
mown overall.  Creeks and riparian zones in the lower catchment have a high percentage of

public land . In the last 20 years much revegetation  work has taken place with good effect , with
the removal of threatening weeds and their replacement with local indigenous species. The

cooperative effort of volunteers, landowners, Brisbane City Council, an d State and Federal

Final_07 Nov.docm Page 9



MCCG Review of Progress to December 201 6

governments has been critical to these achievements. We know however that this work must
continue so as to avoid losing the gains we have made and to be able to address further
serious challenges

These challenges arise from the effect s of past inappropriate agricultural and horticultural
practices that included excessive tree felling and the introduction of many invasive plants that
are proving very difficult to manage. Creeping urbanisation, often with poor land management

has also resulted in excessive land clearing and proliferation of hard and impervious surfaces.

Consequently, severe flash flooding is more frequent and erosion is more prevalent

Lengthy stretches of creek bank remain heavily infested with weeds, and only limited
improvements have been achieved in restoration of habitat corridors

Loss of native habitat has forced fauna, particularly birds, to seek food on alternative exotic

species such as asparagus vine, Chinese celtis , broad leaved pepper and privets ;this process

is regarded as one of the main drivers i n the invasive spread of the introduced weed species

into re covering remnant forests. In much of the cleared landscape, exotic species like lantana
have provided refugia , and erosion control  has been needed following changes in land use from
farming. Fortu nately, native species such as  white cedar , soap tree and wattle were among the

species that provided some landscape stability and some alternative feeding habitat.
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3  FINANCE

3.1  Annual Income and Expenditure

A summary of the  Audited | ncome and Expenditure figures for MCCG from 30 June 1998 i
2016 is presented in Appendix 3 and Figure 3.1 .1

120000

100000 /\

80000 {\ I\ ?Y\//
60000 !\\ Income

= Expenditure

-

N

40000
20000
0 T T T T 1
1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
Figure 3.1.1: Income and Expenditure 1998 -2016
Annual profits or losses are dependent on the timing of gra nt receipts and subsequent
expenditure , as some projects are carried over to the next financial year. From these figures,

can be seen that both income and expenditure have risen significantly and fluctuate greatly
from year to year.

Income has generall vy increased since 2005, mainly due to the size of grants received, and also

to the rise in membership humbers, donations and interest earned, though these latter have

declined in the last few years. Interest received has been reduced both by the reduction of
fundsin our interest -bearing accounts with ING (as long -standing grants have been finalised),
and by lower bank interest rates.

The main increase in expenditure, apart from work directly associated with income from grants

and the provision of our own Small Grants to members in 2013 -14, has been in public relations
and administration. The cost of printing our newsletter continues to rise with large numbers

being ordered i from $640 an issue in 2010 to an average of $900 in 2015. Printing alone

peaked a t $1080 in January 2015 when 900 booklets were ordered and there are now

significant stockpiles of past editions held at the cottage for distribution at PR events. Together
with Australia Post increases in postage per newsletter 4 times a year, this co ntinues to be a
major expense for MCCG, which is not covered by membership fees. Price rises in the
provision of electricity and telephone services to the cottage, insurance, and auditing have also

added to administrative expenses. There are always unbudg eted, unforeseen outlays in the
upkeep of the cottage from such items as computer and modem problems, telephones, door

locks, plumbing issues, etc which cannot be factored into any potential administrative  grant,
and so must be covered by cash reserves.

The more detailed income and expenditure figures shown in Appendix 4, do not reflect the
total sums expended within the catchment , but only those which are under direct control of
MCCG. No details are provided of the significant financial support that is provided by BCC.

MCCG was registered as a charity in 2009 and can offer a tax deduction for donations over
$10. Three Trustees were appointed to oversee the Trust. A separate Trust Fund bank account

it
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has been set up to accept such donations and monies ar e spent according to Management
Commi ttee recommendati ons. Donations to the Trust are
donations income figures.

Plants have been sold at many promotional and educational events, and also to BCC and
schools for revegetation pro  ject s etc., generally at $2.00 each. Richmond Birdwing vines are
sold at $8.00 each, even to members, to meet with regulations regarding their distribution as

an endangered species.

For the period from 1999 to April 201 5, the value of plants donated from t he nursery to
members (based on a nominal value of $1.50 each) is as follows:

Table 3. 1.1 Value of Plants Distributed
from the MCCG Nursery

Year Value

1999 $4,680
2000 $5,860
2001 $4,732
2002 $13,904
2003 $16,065
2004 $23,389
2005 $24,336
2006 $17,853
2007 $23,514
2008 $23,307
2009 $19,895
2010 $20,299
2011 $18,736
2012 $17,313
2013 $18,765
2014 $20,626
2015 $20,754
Total $282,705

Grants for specific projects for the period 2010 - 2016 are shown in Appendix 4.
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4 MANAGEMENT AND  ADMINISTRATION
4.1 MC C 6Current Management

MCCG is an incorporated volunteer organisation and operates under Articles of Association. As
a result, MCCG is managed through a Management Committee consisting of a Chairman, a

Treasurer, a Secretary, a Public Relations Representative and committee members responsible
for operational areas such as the nursery , grants administration , landcare advice , lands cape
and water quality m anagement aswell as section leaders . The educational activities ha  ve
become increasingly important and have increased over the last few years. The Management
Committee meets every month and two public meetings are held each year.

Due to the size and diversity of the catchment, the 5 7.6 km ? area was splitinto 13  section s by
MCCG (Figure 4.1 .1). It was planned that each section wastobele d bya section leader- a
volunteer responsible for coordinating and managing restoration activi ties within that part of

the catchment .

Seven of these section s contain public land which is being improved through bushcare

activities supported by ~ the BCC Habitat Brisbane Program and this support includes insurance

cover . As each section is classified asa landcare group they are also covered by insurance

when involved with landcare activities on private land . Each section has a leader except for

section 10. Every section ofthe catchment , excluding section 7 (D6 Agui | ar Na)tand nal Pai
13 ( Mt Coot -tha Forest Park ), contains extensive areas owned by private land owners.

On public lands, d ecisions on the details of restoration programs, their methodology and

resources required (plants, mulch, large scale clearing etc.) are usually made directly and

i ndependently between BCCO6s Habitat Bectiors kadere. THRr ogr am a
support that BCC  has supplie d through the Habitat Brisbane Program to seven of the  section s

has been significant; without it , MCCG would be much less effective with regard to its work on

public land. The MCCG also supports these groups with expert advice and publicity.

In addition to the combination of working on BCC owned land and privately -owned land,
MCCGO6s manag e meenmore diversentaotigh the catchment extendinginto the edge of
the DO6Aguil ar Nati onal -tH&ordst. Taenfarmeli® managed Gyothe t

Department of National Parks, Recreation , Sport and Racing (NPSR) , the Gold Creek catchment
area is managed by Seqw ater, andthe Mount Coot -tha Forest by BCC. Although

representatives from State Government departments and Council were initially active in
MCCGO6s ma n aghisras beaen discontinued. This is disappointing as MCCG considers
communication regarding environmental issues and activities between the upper and lower

reaches of the catchment very important

Since 201 3 the dedicated Creek Ranger service was discontinued and replaced with Creek
Catchment Offi cer s Hhelpogreups torfustheedevelsp theipcapacity through

skills development and training, assisting in plan ning of catchment restoration projects , and
support in the delivery of project funding through the Community Conse rvation Initiatives
Assistance .0

Each officer works with up to 4 catchment groups at a time. This has required some

adjustment by the MCCG as the group had enjoyed an elevated level of operational assistance
at the project level by the appointed Creek Rang er.

Membership of MCCG has increased steadily over the years . We now have more than 500
members with about 25% involved in our activities each year. Keeping in touch with our

members continues to be a major challenge. As well as our quarterly newsletter and regular
emails, we have upgraded our social media capacity with a new website and a Facebook page

and have appointed people to manage each channel.
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MOGGILL CREEK CATCHMENT SECTIONS MAP,

Figure 4.1 .1 Moggill Creek Catchment Sections Map
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In 2008 Brisbane City Council gave the MCCG a licen cetouse t he c ar etodageheldrs c
the Gold Creek Dam. In 2015 the Brisbane City Council agreed to hand over the cottage and
associated landsto  Seqwater . A lease ag reement between the MCCG and Segwater was signed
in late 2016 allowing the group to continue occupying the cottage and nursery. Both are

valued assets forthe MCCG.

42 MCCGo6s Strateimpg c Pl an

In 2003 M CCG published its first comprehensive strategic plan . In 2004 MCCG published a
Review and Business Plan for 2005 T 2008 and made recommendations on future directions. In
2010 the MCCG condu cted a comprehensive Review of Progress and Challenges from 1999 to
December 2010. The recommendations ar e listed in Section 2.1 and will form a basis for
evaluating our achievements in this 2017 Review.

Many of the recommendations were actioned with the appointment of a Catchment Coordinator
who was replaced subsequently by a BCC Creek Ranger for the Moggill Creek catchment , and
the election of secretaries as required. Since 2008 the position s of Landcare Adviso r,
Landscape and Water Quality Advisor and Grants Administration Officer ~ have been included on
the Committee.

In 2016, the MCCG undertook an extensive strategic planning exercise involving stakeholder
interviews , a one-day workshop and subsequent discussions with key people with experience
in the various activities carried out by MCCG. The strategic and action plans were adopted in
early 2017, and are presented in Appendi ces 1 and 2.

The current plan lists 5 goals:

1. Toretain and restore local native biodiversity in the catchment

2. To protect and restore the health of the catchment watercourses
3. To support and promote conservation and sustainable use of land
4

To engage the community and enhance their understanding of the natural ecological
processes inthe catchment

5. To ensure the continued effectiveness of the MCCG.

These goals are supported by seventeen strategies and a range of specific  actions . These will
be used in the next review to evaluate our achievements.
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5 PROMOTING MCCG AND OUR EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

5.1 Developing our Membership

From the first year, 1998, MCCG recognized the value of educational activities in gaining

recognition for the  group, its identity, its aims and its outcomes . The emphasis has been on
keeping the community aware of MCCG events , talks, displays, guest speakers and newsletters
all with a focus on the local environment , and on -ground work and activities . Membership ha s
increased to over 500 since 2012.

Membership

600

500

400

300

m Members

200

R R R N I N I
FPLLS LTSS LS
TR AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AP

MCCG greatly values its members. They offer a direct link into the community, allowing
information to be provided and received on matters relating to environmental issues within the
catchment .

5.2  Friends of Moggill C reek
Prior to the 2010 review, MCCG decided to introduce the idea of Friends of Moggill Creek

(FMC). As an initial strategy, i  nvitations were sent out to those members identified by

members of the Management Committee as having demonstrated particular interest in the

activities of the  group and ha ving an interest in environmental conservation. The aim was to

encourage a wider group ofmembers t o become more involved in MCCGO®s
particularly to encourage a willingnes s to contribute a small amount of time, expertise or

knowledge to make our group more effective . In the initial drive to get more active

participation, 130 members were invited to participate in some forums to identify and discuss

topics of interest to mem bers. The forums commenced in late October 2009 on the key topics

of Landcare and Biodiversity , Watercare , and Community. These forums gave participants an
opportunity to develop and share ideas on how the group could expand its interests, as well as
furth er our current activities. Our expectation was that developing from the forums there

would be ongoing groups that  would identify and address  catchment issues of specific interest
to them.

Final_07 Nov.docm Page 17

a



MCCG Review of Progress to December 201 6

5.3 Newsletter

The quarterly newsletter is a flagship for our group . Starting as a single A4 sheet in 1997, it
evolved into a printed 8  -page newsletter with colour photos and a mix of scientific and general
information about our catchment and ways of caring for it.

The aim of the newsletter has always beento inform and motivate ~ the community to actively
participa te in improving the local environment. There has been a wide variety of articles

ranging across the various weeds and advice on control methods, descriptions of native plants,

planting techniques, general interest articles on local fauna, specific articles on riparian zone

conditions and managem  ent advice, results from various studies and surveys such as the

Platypus Survey , articles on quiet achievers, and annual results of our Photography
Competition
Newsletters since 2000 can be seen at the cottage , and issues since November 1999 have

been placed on the MCCG website and an index provided.

Until 2017, the newsletter was Print Posted to the current membership and to a PR list from

the wider community, including groups, schools, libraries and people with environmental

interests. In 2017t he newsletter style was updated and  made available to members
electronically. It continues to be produced in hard copy and Print Posted to  members who
specifically request it in this form.

The late Dr Graeme Wilson edited the newsletter from 200 3 to the end of 2016 . Dr Cathi
Lawrence is the current editor.

5.4  Publications and Reports

Several reports and publications relating to the Moggill Creek catchment have been published
since the formation of the MCCG ; many are listed below. Several of these relate to projects
funded by the Commonwealth NHT Fund or its replacements. There have been two strategic
plans /business plans that described in detail the objectives and strategies of the group and
identified the specific issues and challenges facing the catchment community.

There have been three University Honours Thesis reports from students supported by the

MCCG and partly supervised by group members. These were particularly useful in bringing

together information about the catchment 6 $and and water resources, and the conc lusions of
the research provided useful insights into specific matters, which have subsequently been used

by the group .

The most recent reports or publications have provided practical guidelines on managing the
land and water resources and horses in the Mo ggill Creek and Pullen Pullen catchment s.
1. Moggill Creek Catchment Management Plan, 1997. BCC, Department of Works.

2. Monitoring of Moggill Creek Catchment Management Group Rehabilitation Sites on
Public Land. 1999, M. Reif and S. Cumming.

3. A Preliminary St udy of Land Use Impacts on the Water Quality in the Moggill Creek
Catchment. 2000, Lucinda Eykamp, University of Queensland.

4. Butterfly Checklist for the Moggill Creek Catchment 2004. D.P.A. Sands. Publisher

MCCG
5. Know Your Creek 1 Moggill Creek. 2005. Pro  duced in conjunction with BCC Water
Resources.
6. Ecol ogically Sustainable Fire Management: an Advi s

Suburbs. 2005. D.P.A.  Sands and C.M. Hosking . Publishers MCCG, PPCG and THECA.

7. Managing Horses on Small ~ Properties in the Mogg ill Creek Catchment, 2007.
Supported by BCC.

8. Our place in the country: Managing your acreage property in West Brisbane, 2009. In
conjunction with Pullen Pullen Catchment Group with the support of the Gambling
Community Benefit Fund.
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9. Chair & Annual Reports to the Annual General Meeting. These are an annual compilation
of our activities/projects for the preceding financial year. The last 2 reports are on the
website .

10. A Review of Progress and Challenges from 1999 to December 2010
11. Caté Claw Review 2015. See 6.3.

5.5 Events, Education and Communications

MCCG has organise d and provides a variety of presentations, exhibits and media material
which are outlined below.

Exhibits in Kenmore Village 1 as well as the Photography Competition, each year MCCG
provides a week -long exhibit in Kenmore Village covering environmental issues.
Major family events ian annual family day at the Brookfield Hal

Gum Tree §in 2005. Wi th the participation of a range of wildlife groups, these events have
attracted up to 300 people.

Contributions to other events I MCCG has frequently spread its message at other events
These includethe THEC A Forum, Teddy Bearés Picnic,,thBBrookfield i el d C
Show and Opera at Brookfield.

Chil drensd HEdedperenceddMCCG members have assisted with  lessons on
environmental issues at primary and secondary levels in the catchment . Incre asing use is
being made of the cottage for hosting events for children such as Kids 6Day at the Cottage.

Public meetings I MCCG holds two public meetings a year , one of whichis the AGM ,
featuring guest speakers. These generally attract 50 -70 people and are held in the Brookfield
Hall, which can accommodate larger groups than the cottage .

Media Articles - MCCG has contributed  press articles in The Local Bulletin and Westside News
I in som e years ten or more articles have been accepted ; they are aimed at promot ing our
objectives and activities to the wider community. More recently Jim Butler has contributed a
regular feature  on birds in the catchment -fFeat her Fascinationo.

5.6  Photography Co mpetition

The MCCG established a photography competition in 199 9. The objectives for  this annual event
are:

1 To promote both awareness, and the objectives, of the MCCG
1 To encourage membership recruitment , and
1 Toraise awarenes s of local environmental issues, especially with children.

The event is a very public presentation of the group and its work to the community, reminding
residents of the area & natural beauty, and the need to address the many environmental
issues.

The competition format is simple: labelled photographs can be submitted by adults and

children for a nominal entry fee. Categories encourage photographs which focus not only on

native flora and fauna, but also raise environmental issues. When first launche d, all
photographs had to be  taken within  the Moggill Creek Catchment, but the competition has now
expanded to allow the entry of photographs taken in  nearby Brisbane catchment s.

Except for the publicly vot eallprzescaplveadaedbyamoi ce wi nner s,
independent judge , University photography lecturer , Dr Joseph McDowell . Photographs are

prominently displayed at the Kenmore Village Shopping Centre , culminating in a public

presentation to the prize  -winners. The display in the shopping centre attracts significant

attention, andthe People 6s Choi ce prize attracts many hundreds of

Local companies are involved in the event. Many have remained supporters since its inception.

Due to their gener ous support , cash prizes totalling approximately $1,600 are presented to the
winners each year . The competition receives good local media coverage in the months leading
up to the event, particularly in The Local Bulletin
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5.7 Website

The MCCG website is an important mechanism for MCCG to communicate

and its supporting organisations.
interesting

and

Our objective is to kee

accurate

catchment and the activities of the MCCG
p the MCCG website as fresh,
possibl e,

as

repository of information on local bushcare and revegetation issues.

In September 2014 MCCG acquired a grant of over $9,000 from the G
Benefit Fund which enabled a contract with Kingfisher Creative to totally redesign the website.
Michelle Johnston currently manages the website for MCCG jointly with Adrian Mortimer

Unique visits to the website from February to April 2

with its members,
local residents and prospective volunteers. The aim of the site is to provide accurate and
relevant information regarding the diversity of the

ambling Community

017 averaged 5745 per month.

A screen shot of the Homepage of the website during March 2017 is presented below:
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Final_07 Nov.docm

Page 20

MCCG6



MCCG Review of Progress to December 201 6

5.8 Facebook

In June 2015 MCCG decided to create a Face book page to improve communication between
members and the community. Janine Nicklin no w manages the Face book page for MCCG. It
has been well r e ¢ ehavwe aise n #orovkr A00i Fheresabe currently 3 sub-groups on
our Facebook page, one for the Cre ek Health Monitoring Program, the second for the Fortrose
Street group and the third for the Platypus Survey .

The front page of the Facebook page is presented below:

Moggill Creek Catchment Group Q , Mccg Home  Find Friends

Page Messages Notifications Insights Publishing Tools Settings Help «

Moggill Creek %%
Catchment
Group

Home
| o Liked v 3\ Following v Shace Sign Up #

About |
Photos - . Community
N “—- B
Likes
Events Page Tips o A
Videos - r y - ® Get 8 Tips For Taking Photos
- Smnapmxoov Ao\nmnyour Get signups 206 that showease off
Services 1 t 525 10 ¥
° How to Take Great Photos for Your Page {
Notes Y + Ms s foe aking 5hosos thet will |
Offers oAl st
Create an event Create an offer Write a note iaiasa el
m »  How to Create Effective Posts
5 Shoet v aost 100 $or ¢
This Week { o s
See All Page Tips & l
Al i
337+ 0 0 '

5.9 The Cottage

In 2008, the Lord Mayor opened AThe MCCG Environment al
Cottageodo. This excellent facil i geperoadlyoade avhilableBythed Cr e e k
City Council, and is proving invaluable as an educational centre. Since 2009 regular ATalks at

the Cottage 0 have been held , covering topics as varied as local bats and butterflies, figs and

frogs, botanical art and dung bee tles, grasses and gliders, water quality and photography,

plant reproduction and park ranger duties. The focus is on locally relevant topics which raise

awareness and encourage participation. The availability of the cottage as an environmental

centre has a Iso made it possible to host larger events, such as the Kids 6Day at the Cottage

that has been successfully held each year. It is not unusual to attract crowds in excess of 300

After t he ownership of the  cottage was transferredto  Seqwater in 2016 , the MCCG negotiated
a new lease and cooperation agreement with the new owners.
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The cottage garden established in 2008 display s many of the lower -growing native plants of

the district, each labelled. Most are now well established and offer an opportun ity for visitors to
observe how such plants perform in a garden . Atlast count in 2016 , the number of plant
species had grownto 11 6. These are listed in Appendix 5.

Figure5. 9.1T1 Est abl i shi ng a nalheiCotlagegoar den

5.10 MCCG and Other  Environmental Organisations

Within Brisbane there are 10 active catchment groups with very diverse objectives and

administrative organisations. MCCG has informal links with these catchment groups through
the Brisbane Catchment s Network (BCN), initially set up by Brisbane City Council to foster
partnerships , communication and information sharing.

MCCG interacts closely with Pullen Pullen Catchments Group (PPCG), members of which

contribute to nursery activities and benefit from free local native plants, as do MCCG

members. The two groups also coll aborated in producing th:¢
Country candEdiol ogi cally Sustainable Fire Management: an Ad
Western Suburbso, t h¥eHuaBEntirenmengllasdConvmurti h ty Association

(THECA). Inthe past, there have been shared projects with the Cubberla/ Witton Catchments

Network (CWCN) and Save our Waterways Now (SOWN). MCCG members have been  staunch

supporters of THECA, giving talks at their annual forum and running workshops. THECA,

MCCG and Rural Environment Planning Association (REPA) members have been active in

community consultation groups relating to local de velopments 1 viz. upgrading Gap Creek

Road and Rafting Ground Road, and contributing to Griffith University studies on road -kills

along the former road. CWCN, THECA, REPA and MCCG also combine forces in producing and

marketing an annual calendar. For many years MCCG members have actively collaborated with

SEQ Catchments (now Healthy Land and Water)
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