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Editorial

Many Members know linfe of whar those aetively imvolved really do. Some have an idea thar we fill i o pine just plaiing
trees. A look ar onr mewsletrer provides a snapshor of what accupies o time and thinking. Se read this issue.

Cher Chairmian s confronted by bad news front BOC which provides ns with substantiad support. Commrines and Special
Meerings have discussed what we can do. We have a long way fo ge.

Members engaged in revegetarion are usually in need of helpful information of varied kinds. Here, we have the usual ariicle
an native plants and in particalar their idestification. The article on weed waste deals with an fimportant problen while that on
soil damage explains o not widely appreciated nndesirabile activily.

We frerve special projects beyond steandard revegetation. Che moniiors the biological health of creeks. Another, like the
fongrunning Richmond Birdwing Recovery which we assist by growing and planting an essential plane species, whiclh we are
wenw entering is the Glossy-black Cockatoo recovery by growing the necessary planis.

The ariicle o a new weed in onr districs is ineresting, following on from our fast issue which emphasized the fmportance of
thevongh elimination of new arrivals before they spreed.

There are many things which we car’t do well enongh, either because we lack the manpower or skitls or finunce and are most
grorefl for assisiasce. Exanples here are the mechanized carthmmaving witich moved us ahead fn preparing the sie for the new
shidlehese, the Americean volimteers whe added substantially to our Richmond Birlwing Vine plantings and the gram from
Energer which will alfeav the Section 12 project 1o progress greaily.

Thew we frenve the special public evenis; the speetacularly successfil Kids™ Dey and rotice of the next Talk ar The Coltage.
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Chairman’s Report

Disappointingly, without any consultation with Catchmem Groups, Council has reduced the number of Creek Rangers
from about 11 to 4, Creck Rangers provide support for Catchment Groups throughout Brisbane, With the money saved,
Council has ereated a new S600K annual granting body named the Lord Mayor's Natural Areas Partnership Assistance
program which will be available 10 Catchmen! Groups but at the time of going i press, there are vel no demails of the
method of allocation. Additional funding has been also made to the Wipe out Weeds fund and to Land for Wild Life but
again MOCG has not been provided with details on these budget increases or whether Catchments have direct access to
these Mnds,

MCCG has had a full time Creek Ranger since the positions were created by the then Losd Mayor Campbell Newman
about ten years ago. Creek Rangers have made significont contributions o the operation of our organisation and 1o the
functioning of specific projects such as Kids" Day, the Creek Health Monitoring Program and the development of & Land
Owners” Busheare Growp ot Pacey Roowd.

It remains 10 be seen how these new amangements will affect MCOCG but | am very concerned that the lack of a dedicated
Creek Ranger will seriously impact on our Caichment’s performance. It is doubtful whether o shared Ranger workine
between | to 3 days a week will provide the creativity and enthusiasm of our full time Rangers.

On a happier nole we are all delighted by how well Dale Borgelt has recovered from her operation. Dale’s contribution to
MOCCG has been outstanding for so many years and o see her it and full of energy is a delight. We all thank Dale who
coordinated our as always highly successful Kids” Day — helped by a group of tlented contributors and volunteers.

In addition, we must all thank Anma Greig who resigned from BCC as a Creek Ranger last month. Anna’s enthusinsm and
taberis will be sorely missed.

MCCG wsually takes part in the National Tree Planting Day sponsored by Planet Ark. This year Kenmore State High
Schoal (KSHS) held a National Tree Planting Day on Friday 27th July with 65 studemts participating. Altogether 841 trees,
shrubs and grasses were planted with sponsorship from Toyota Motor Company providing hats, gloves and plants and a
Prius vehicle. Brisbane Council also supported the outing by providing half the plants and 50 m' of mulch. Coordinating
the event were Michael Walker, head of Health and Physical Education KSHS and Damien Egan. MCCG's Section Leader.

Malcolm Fros

Energex Grant gives boost to MCCG work on Deerhurst
Park/Gap Creek Wildlife Corridor

Moggill Creek Catchment Group has received a 510,000 grant from Energex io work on the public and private land on the
Deerhurst Rd side of Gap Creek. Termry Effency, Energex CED, said “We're very happy to be able to assist the Moggill
Creek Carchment Groep to improve the health and biodiversity in the Gap Creek wikllife comridor, one of the many
worthwhile sustainability initiatives supported through the Energex Sustainability and Environment Fund.” The first project
1o be supponted by this Energex grant is a huge working bee on August 26 on private Deerhurst property adjoining the
public Land,

Gap Creek at Deerburst Pork is in MCCG Section 12 which has Michael Humphreys as Section Leader. With the support of
Habital Brishane, Michael and his Section team have already cheared weeds and replanted with natives along meost of the
Kenmaore Hills side of the cneck. For example, there ane now approximately 45 Richmond Butterfly Vines on that side and
meore on nearby private propertics. Approximately 80 o W) different species of rees aml shrubs native to Brookficld or w0
the towland min forests of South East Queensland have been planted. These inees and shrubs have created a canopy in the
sections initially planted and are already starting to noturally reproduce. In addition, the rough trail which they have created
on the Kenmore Hills side is increasingly used by walkers, cyclists, and horseback riders. Birdwatchers are also coming 1o
the park. Recently a very rough track has been added on the Deerhiurst Rosd side of the creck.,

The Energex grant is just the stari of 2 more ambitious project, Mike Humphreys pointed out. We would like o make both
the public land and the private land bordered by Deerburst Road, Brookfield Road, and Gap Creck Road larpely weed free.
In addition we will revegetate the public land with species native to Brookfeld. We will also be encouraging private
lmndowners (o plant local specics on their properties, From time o time we will be holding working bees on both the peblic
and private land. The result will be a wildlife corridor plus recreational possibilities on 6 hectares of public land. This
woalld be augmented by up to 6 or 8 hectares of adjoining private land largely dedicased to wildlife. In order to achieve this
goal we will be applying for additional gramts to work on bath the public and privace land over the next few years,

Mike hos said thar m this poam there are several issues abot the development of the park and how the council might belp
with that development that need w be resolved. Part of the park 15 a road reserve which is no longer neaded now that Gup
Creek Road has been upgraded. s there enough public suppont 1o rensove this land from the road reserve and transfer it 1o
the parks departmem? In addition could the Council improve the trail that we have pad in and ke over its maintenance?
We would also like to ear other suggestions shout how the park can be improved.,

Contact: Michael Humphreys - mhi@ psy.oqeduasy  Dale Borgeht MCCG PR Officer - daleborgel@ grmail .com




Kids’ Day at the Cottage

Three years in a row the weather has been kind to the last Sunday in May for Kids® Day at the Cottage. In 20012 that allowed
nearly 300 litthe and big people to come and enjoy Kids” Day fun in the wonderful serting of the MCCG Environment
Centre, the Cottage on the Gold Creck Dam Reserve at the very end of Gold Creek Road, Brookfickl. Also for three years,
Kids' Day at the Cottage has benefitted from the help of the Lord Mayor®s Suburban Initiative Fund via the Pullenvale
Ward Office. Kids” Day 1 the Cottage has proved a very popular commainity event,

The Cottage itsell had much to interest adults and kids with its library, displays and insect cabinet. The drawers which
displayed the dung beetles found in our recent survey atracted a lot of anention, Also inside the Cottage there was plenty of
art and crafl activity. Carolyn Parsons had o constant stream of children around her table cager to make beautiful
sun-catchers. In another room littlies were happy to colour in pages of native wikdlife,

The good weather allowed the other displays and activities 1o be enjoyed under marquees:

[1] Creck Ranger Stacey Hodge introduced youngsters 1o the mysteries of what lives in creck water.

12] Dale's daughter, Deborah Craig, and grand-daughier Rebecea, helped enthusiastic youngsters make jewellery with
wonderful hand-made pottery beads and native leaf shapes. (photo pl) These unique clay items were made by Marjoric
Wielch. so children went home proudly wearing very individual pieces.

[3] The Snail Whisperer was there 1o share his knowledge of native snails, John Stanisic is Australia’s leading expent on
land snails, but he happily gives his time to come with a display for Kids® Day.

[4]Andrew Wilson helped kids pot up a seedling native plant o take home happy in the knowledge they could help the
environment and perhaps 4 specific native butterfly.

As usual Geckoes Wildlife presentation was a popular highlight, but, given a chance to show some wildlife from outside
our own catchment, Martin Fingland produced a trump casd right al the end when he carried in Billy the Wombat. Martin is
not serall, but Billy seemed almost too heavy to carry. Nevertheless, Billy seemed 10 gare quite calmly ar the excited crowd
jostling around him. { photo pl)

2012 Kids® Day at the Cottage was rated an outstanding success by happy little and big visitors who were especially
delighted that all the activities were absolutely free.

ke Borgelt

Glossy Black-Cockatoos

Visits of the rare Glossy Black-Cockatoos to Western Brisbane suburbs are limited by the presence of the she-oak feed
trees since many of these trees have been destrayed in the process of urban development. Glossy Blacks chew the tiny
winged seeds from the cones of Allncasuaring littoralis and A. torufosa. and these chewed cones, of "orts’ form a mat under
feed trees. The ‘clicking” of beaks as the birds extract the seeds from the cones is often the only sound heard during the day.
At the end of the day they drink at a watering spot that could be a dam, a creck or even a birdbath. Hollows in old frees,
needed for nesting sites, are also rare in many situations, She-oaks are pioneer species that are useful to plant in a
‘difficult” position where the canopy has been broken. Since the cones form only on the female trees it is necessary (0 plant
several trees in a clump. The male trees flower at the end of the branchlets. and the brown pollen ofien mizkes the trees book
as though they are dying.

It ks rare to sec them flying in a flock of more than theee (two adults and an immature), unlike the more common
yellow-tails who frequently fly around Kenmore and Mt Coot-tha in flocks of ten or more. Glossy Blacks are brownish
rather than black, and only mature males of six years or mose have red tails. Younger male and female birds have black
barring across erange tail panels, Female birds have yellow feathers scattered over their heads, quite unlike the yellow
cheek patches of the vellow-ail. (Fhoto pl)

For more information, go to www: glossyblack.ong.au

A survey day has been planned for October 14, The data collecied on this day will supplement isolated sightings reconded
throughout the year. Would you please look and listen around your property on this day and report any sightings or
hearings to Dawn Beck, Ph 3378 8598 or email alphabec @ powerup.com.au A photograph would be even better.

Lyn Cale
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A genus which has everything!

The genus Passiffora is represented by rélatively few species in South-east Queensland, but it includes o delicious fru,
several environmentsl weed species. one of which s lsted by the Council for *redection through rosline muintenance” and
Iwio native species, bath of which occur in our Catchment.

The delicious fruit is, of course, the passion fruit and the weeds include the listed corky passion vine P sieberosg, and the
white passion flower, P selpeltara, both of which sre abamdant in our Caichment (the fruiting species, P edulis. is also
commaonly found s & minor weed.). The two native species are P lerbertiana, native passion flower, and P aurantia, the
red passion Mower, Unusually, the native species. have much more striking flowers than the common wéed species.

The family Passifloracesc includes just 12 genera with aboud 600 species, about 30 of which are in the predominantly
American genus Passifors. Quoting an American website “When Christian missionaries arrived in Sourth America in the
16l century, they found a plant wiick they felf was a good emen for their mission. They called it the pazsion fower becanse
e them it symibolized the death of Christ, The five sepals and five petals of the fowern, which are simifar in appearance,
represent the dizciples witheurt Peder aned Judas, The dorbie row of colored filaments, Biown as the coromd, signifies the halo
aroemed Christ's head or the crown of theens. The five stamens and e three spreading stvles with their fatrened Teods
symbelize the wennds cond the mails respectively. The vines rendrils resemile the wiips used o scourge Chrie.” (The photo
of P. herbertiana on p.5 shows these features.)

Four of the six species found in our Catchment are pictured on page 5. All are climbers with axillary tendrils, and all
commonly {although not invariably) have 3-lobed leaves. Flowers are complex, quite large except in P snberosa, in which
they are <2 cm in diameier (sce photograph; note Imm divisions on rule), and this species also has quite small fruit. Flower
and Fruit sizes are compared below; also in the table are data for stipule length, the stipule being the leafy structure found in
many species at the base of ithe petiole, or leaf stalk:

Specics Flower dinmeter Fruit length Stipule length Weed?
P, entrannitia 8-10¢m . 34 cm . | mm Native
P oedilic. chhem e Tem 10-13 mm (Weed)
P foetida 3-5om c.2-3cm 5-10 mm Waed
P herlerriona c. hom 4-T cm I-3 mm Mative
P inberosi 1-2cm 0.8-15em 3-8 mm Wheed
P snlipelata 4-5 5 em | 5-2 cm I 5-40) mm Whaed

When not in fower or frue, P seberoza and P herberttang can be quite difficul to distinguish, paricularly as they both
have very variable kal shape, One way is 10 check on the positions of the tny glands on the masging of the petiole. In P
herbertiana they are close 10 1he leaf blade, whereas in P siberosa they are muech lower down the petiode {see amows in leal
phorographs). | am grateful o Ross Patterson for showing me this distinguishing character.

The weed species P slfypreftore mny readily be distinguished from another weed, P, foerida, by iis longer stipules,
By Haeker

More Birdwing Vines in catchment

Recently, seven US university studenis planted 100 Birdwing vines (Pararstelochio praevemnasa) on four properises in the
catchment 85 part of o partnership between the Richmond Birdwing Conserviation Network (RBCN) and Conpservation
Yolunteers Australia (CYA). (phaoto p 5) As par of the planting lots of lantana and small weed herbs were remaed.

The keys 1o suecessfully growing Birdwing vines on mfertibe soils 15 the addition of 100% dolemite in the backfill soil and
not damaging the delicate reots of the vines during planting,

Also, one needs 1o plant two-year obd vines that can withstand the new conditions and allow the delicate roots 1o adjust.
These Bindwing vines complement the many already being grown in the catchment by keen landowners.

Meee information: wwworichmondbirdwing.org.an
Gireg Siepen




Earthworks along boundaries can degrade forests.

A recent case of development on the boundary between two propenties highlighted one of the forms of degradation that
tends not o be recognised or discussed, but has the potentind to be very detrimental to a forest. The case arose from
preparation of a building site very close 1o the boundary of land with matere trees and shrubs of a regenerated forest some
50 vears old,

Within a metre of the tree line, a near vertical fooe was cut 1o a depth mnging from 2.5 metnes io about 400cm. In the
exposed Face many large and small roots were cut through: some were 50 to 100 mm diameter, explodting the sodl in the
neighbour’s land which had for more than 30 years been a lightly groved or slashed pasture. The bank face extends for

approximately 30 metres,

The site is ar the crest of a broad low hill which is underlain by metamorphosed sediments with somse imerbedsded
vodcanics munaff from ihis crest, =0 the forest is dependent on the soil moisture and nutricnts undemeath i, and previously
(before excavation) under the pasture in the neighbowr's tand, now covered with fill. The sofls vary from shalbow (approx.
30-40¢m) to moderately deep (approx. 60cmm) whene the paremt material has been partially weathered.

With o steep bank, repeated wetting and drying can lead to instability ond erosion, while extended wet periods may couse
slumping. The reot damage results in major changes to the hydmualic and hydrologic propenies of the land along the edge
of the canhworks, the soil behind the face drying ow progressively over dry periods resuliing in reduced available sofl
wuer for plamt growth and some plant death. This Bater will increase soil instability. Mot anly is availoble water redueed
bt s o 810 mineral nutricnas.

This sort of vegetation destruction can be considered every bii as serious as clearing of vegetition in areas covered by
Conservation Agneements and Vepetation Protection Onders.
Aleievi Wty

Vegetative propagation

Our central activity is getting o maximum number of native plant species on the groumd. We do this by propagating them
in our nursery, from seeds we colkect, Such = notl however entirely sitisfactory, because we pet no seed of many species o
1 we do, they may be insufficient in number or don’t germinate well or uniformly, We have therefore decided o produce
these from cuttings which s mot difficul of we provide a suitable environment. We are al present constructing a small
(about [0m2 ) stand-alonse shodehouse with heated benches, misters and an extractor fan to avoid overheating of the space
in hot weather.

This has been hard work for a nomber of our members because we have had 10 ot in to a slope for o horizontal base. In
fact, it was getting beyond s, but fortunmely John Rictkerk of Jones Rd came along with his earthmoving equipment and

disd what would have token several men many days to do. And ot 1o eost!
Carererme Wilsem

Creek Health Monitoring - Join the happy group!

On Jume 17 the dedicaied teams of the Creek Healih Moniiosing Program sef aboud the first of our 2012 creck samplings
across the 12 sites in the Mogeill Creek catchment. The weather was great, We had postponed sampling some weeks earlier
because of persistent wel weather and continued fresh flows down the creeks,

Dr Tim Howell gave an informal report o the Friends Of Moggill Creck gothermg on 4 Aupust, and led a lively discussion
ahout the results. He emphasised that our program is focussed on gaining a baseline understanding of the health of our
creeks and is one of the few that are being conducted by community aroups.

Despite the slightly cooler weather than the first sampling last yeas, the number and variety of fish species conght (and
released) indicated that the fish population is in good condition. For the first time, Smell was caught 8 2 couple of sites,
which excited some of the fishes in our teams.

The numbers of macroinvericbrates and fish were down on the Movember sampling and that was expected becmise of the
seasoaal conditions. However, Gap Creek and Mackay Brook were quite low in numbers of macminvericbrates and lish.
Water quality of Mackay Brook site was poor with salt content being more than double the content of the olher siles, This is
consistent with the previous sampling results,

W are keen 10 have more people join our 6 teams; it helps to get the job done and also assists us 0 have some depth in
numbers for the odd times when others canmol participate. It has been grem 1o see how much enjoyment most people are
getting as they become mose confident in the various data collections. We have opporunities for team members (o pel
training in water monitering through workshops mn by SEQ Catchments. Please contazet Adrian Webb
{adrian® wehhnet.com.mu) i you are Interested.

Adlrign Webh




Disposal of weed waste

We all have to deal with weeds, Having pulled them out or cut them down and treated the stumps, what should we do with
the muterial? (This article i not concerned with herbicide application to standing material, something which we regard as
undesitable excepd as a last resort.)

There may be, in some sitsations, a reason for removing the material from the site. As a general rube however, it should be
kept there. The decaying material releases the mineral nutrients which it had taken up from the soil, maintaining that aspect
of ferility. It also contributes to desirable soil structure. Maoreover, and especially so on sloping sites, it reduces water and
surface soil unofl. Meanwhile, very small paiches are created, favourable 1o the germinstion of seeds falling there and
subsequent growth, (Most of us depend on some natural regeneration by notive species.)

We don’t like bumning, for the reason above, while hot fires can damage soil fenility. It does destroy sceds or vegetative
material which can give regrowth, IT the weed has 4 fairly distinct seeding period, remove it before it seeds, I it oocurs in o
limited area, you con allow seed germimation and destroy seedlings when they appear. Troublesome vegetative material
(e.g. madiera vine tubers and purple succulent stolons) is easily gathered in to neat heaps and covered with black plastic
sheeting, It will die in due course.

Is mukching an option? It is unlikely to avoid the consequences raised above: but if the mulch is 10 be moved elsewhere.

avoad doing soif it contains the seeds or vegeiative material referred to.
Cireveme Wilsen

New weed to our area found in upper Gold Creek Catchment

A recent infestation of Glowvine or Purple Bignonia (Saritace magnifica) on a private propeny very close o Gold Creek
Reservoir was found earlier this year, The identification of this vine was ¢onfirmed by the herbarium as a potentially
invasive weed that is in the same family as Cat's Claw Creeper. It is quite a common garden plant but it has only been
confirmed as an escapee in bushland in a few places nlong the Brisbane River in inner Brishane, There have been no
previously known recordings within bushland around the Moggill Creek Catchment. On close inspection it is very similar
to the recently recorded Monkeys Comb with tendrils and o similar leaf shape but its purple coloured Mowers clearly
separate the two. (Photo pl )

As this plant is not commonly found in bushland throughout SEQ linle is known about its growing tendencies. On this
particular site it had not flowered or spread over a huge aren like its cousin Cot’s Claw Creeper can, but was quite rampant
ina [0 I0m anea, twining itsell within the canopy of surmounding Acacias and smothering them.

Onee ibentified the infestation was very quickly treated by cutting and swabbing the stems with 30050 Glyphosate. All
parts of the plant were ken to the dump just in case they grew if left on the ground. Recent inspections 3 months afier the

treatment resulted in fincling the entire vine controlled with no regrowth so far.
Cary Hoclen

Third - Thursday Talk at the Cottage on 18th October at 10am:
A Weed Removal and Revegetation Project

Finalists in the 2012 Healthy Wuterways Awands, Sue and Scott Reilly, are giving a presentation on their weed removal
and revegetation project on Yamaman Creek. Sue amd Scott have lived on the Yamaman Creck since 022005 and arc
working upstream of their property in Endangered Vegetation Area 12.3.7. This project of weed removal and revegetation
camed them recognition in e recent Healthy Waterways Awards.

Yarreman may be a long way from Brookfield, bat weed removal ard revegetation projects complicated by flooding
crecks give us plenty in common and plenty fo lkearn from. We look forward to hearing aboat their expenences on
THURSDAY 18th OCTOBER [0am-Noon THE COTTAGE MOCG Envieonment Cenire on Gold Creek Dam Reserve,

If you are able 1o come please contact daleborgelt@ gmail.com or ph 3374 1035

Third - Thursday Talk at the Cottage on 15th November at 10am:
Keeping Native Stingless Bees

Tony Goodrich will be sharing knowledge he has gained in the 25 years he has been interested in our nutive stingless bees.
He will be able to show you a working hive where these tiny creatures produce their own special “sugarbag”™ honey. Tony
will actunlly demonstrate splitting a hive which is how they are propagated. If you can come to the Cottage on Thursday
15th Movember book your place with daleborgelt@ gmail.com

Dl .H.I'.I.I"ll,"'t'llr




